
c MINUTES OF A RFGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
TARRANT COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE 

HELD IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE ON JULY 15, 1931, AT 3 P- M-

C 

The c a l l of the r o l l discloses the presence, or absence, of Directors as follows: 

PRFSENT: " ABSENT: 
E. E, Bewley W. R. Bennett, Out of Cit y . 
W. K. S t r i p l i n g 
C. A. Hickman 
Joe B. Hogsett 

At t h i s time and place the following proceedings were had and done, v i z : 

In the absence of President Bennett, E. E. Bewley presided i n 
his capacity as Vice-President} W. K, S t r i p l i n g acted i n his capacity as Secretary, 

1. 

Minutes of the Meeting of July 7, 1931, were read, approved and 

ordered of record. 

2. 

There was presented for consideration the report of the D i s t r i c t 

Engineers showing the necessity of the D i s t r i c t to take a certain portion of 

the high power transmission l i n e of the Texas Power & Light Company, by reason 

of the construction of the Birdgeport Reservoir. This was accompanied by an 

evaluation of the pr^oerty admitted to be taken, which was the sum -I^DO.OO. 

There was also presented by the Attorneys for the D i s t r i c t a proposed contract 

as between this D i s t r i c t and Texas Power and Light Company, which was tendered 

for execution by the D i s t r i c t . There was f u l l consideration of t h i s matter, 

whereupon Director S t r i p l i n g made a motion that the proposed accord and s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n of the matters i n dispute as between t h i s D i s t r i c t and Texas Power & 

Light Company do be approved, confirmed and consummated} that the proposed w r i t ­

ten accord do be executed i n the name of the D i s t r i c t i n the manner required by 

law} further, that the D i s t r i c t ' s Voucher Check No. 256O, payable to the Texas 
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Power & Light Company, i n the sum *3500,00, do be executed and delivered to 

the payee, subject only to the execution of the proposed contract by the 

Texas Power & Light Company, and the delivery thereof to t h i s D i s t r i c t . This 

motion was seconded by Director Hogsett. Upon a vote being ta^en the motion 

was carried and i t was so ordered. 

3. 

There was presented report of the Engineers for the D i s t r i c t , 

c e r t i f y i n g that by reason of the construction of the Facie fountain reservoir 

the D i s t r i c t would submerge and take approximately 8,000 feet of the telephone 

l i n e of the Southwest Telephone Company. There was also presented the estimate 

of the engineers that the l i n e to be taVen was of a reasonable value $210,00. 

There was also presented, by the Attorneys for the D i s t r i c t , a proposed w r i t ­

ten contract of accord and sa t i s f a c t i o n , to be executed i n behalf of the dis­

t r i c t and by said Telephone Company. There was f u l l consideration of this mat­

ter, whereupon Director S t r i p l i n g made a motion that the contract of accord and 

sat i s f a c t i o n , as proposed, do be aorroved and executed i n the name of the Dis­

t r i c t and i n the manner required by law; further, that the D i s t r i c t voucher 

check No. 2^6l,payable to the Southwest Telephone Company for the sum $210.00, 

do be executed and delivered to said Company; upon condition, however, that i t 

execute and deliver to the D i s t r i c t the proposed written contract of accord 

and s a t i s f a c t i o n . This motion was seconded by Director Hogsett. Upon a vote 

being taken the motion was carried and i t was so ordered. 

k. 

There was presented to the Directors the l e t t e r of Trinityfarm 

Construction Company, Inc., dated July 10, 1931, wherein they gave advice that 

on or prior to July 17, 193̂ # they would tender to the D i s t r i c t insurance cover­

age as follows: 
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Texas Indemnity Insurance Company - Workmen's Compensation; 

Universal Casualty Company - Public L i a b i l i t y ; 

These p o l i c i e s intended to be substitute for the insurance now i n force covering 

the designated r i s k s . Director Bewley, i n his capacity as Chairman of the Com­

mittee on Finance, reported that he had checked the rating of the named Companies 

by every means available, and that they were both rated as " A l . " He stated that 

he knew of no reason why the tendered coverage should not be approved. Upon 

consideration of th i s matter, Director Hickman made a motion that the proposed 

substitute insurance coverage as designated do be approved by the D i s t r i c t . This 

motion was seconded by Director Hogsett. Upon a vote being ta>en the motion was 

carried and i t was so ordered. 

5. 

Thereupon Director Bewley, i n his capacity as Custodian of Secur­

i t i e s , i n pledge by the D i s t r i c t ' s depository, presented a l e t t e r , dated July 10, 

1931, written by the Continental National Bank, wherein i t stated the condition 

of the account of the D i s t r i c t as of the close of business as of July 9, 1931, a"d 

as well stated the par value of the securities now i n pledge from the Bank. Said 

request asked approval f o r the withdrawal of securities amounting to *170,000.00. 

Statement of the condition of the account, and the amount of the securities i n 

pledge, were v e r i f i e d by Mr. Cheatham and Director Bewley. With said request 

was a orooosed reciprocal receipt, designating the securities which the Bank 

desired to withdraw from pledge, of which the par sum was *170,000.00. There was 

f u l l consideration of th i s matter, whereupon Director S t r i p l i n g made a motion 

that the withdrawal of the se c u r i t i e s , as proposed, do be approved and that Dir­

ector Bewley do be authorized to execute the proposed reciprocal receipt and de­

l i v e r the described securities to the bank. Further, that when said reciprocal 

receipt had been signed on behalf of the Ban> and t h i s D i s t r i c t that i t , together 
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with the l e t t e r requesting withdrawal of securities do be attached to the 

Minutes of t h i s meeting as Exhibit A;" further, that an i d e n t i c a l co^y of said 

reciprocal receipt do be attached to the o r i g i n a l bond of said Bank with t h i s 

D i s t r i c t , as i t s Depository, as "Exhibit 25." This motion was seconded by Dir­

ector Hogsett. Upon a vote being taken the motion was carried and i t was so 

ordered. 

6. 

There was presented Estimate No. 22, of the Fngineers of the 

D i s t r i c t , together with the data to support the same, which stated that 

$10,922.89,was the balance due the Engineers by the D i s t r i c t as of t h i s date. 

Said Estimate further requested that 26000.00 do be paid on account. Said 

Estimate i s attached to these Minutes as "Exhibit B," and i s made p?rt hereof. 

Upon consideration of t h i s matter, Director S t r i p l i n g made a motion that the 

request of the Engineers do be granted and that the D i s t r i c t ' s voucher check 

No. 2562, payable to Hawley & Freese, i n the sum 16,000,00, do be executed and 

delivered to the payee as a payment on account. This motion was seconded by 

Director Hickman, Upon a vote being ta>en the motion was carried and i t was 

so ordered, 

7. 

Attached to these Minutes as "Exhibit C , " i s a l e t t e r dated 

July 10, I93I, signed by M . W. Burch, Attorney for the D i s t r i c t i n Wise County, 

Texas, This related to the demand of W i l l Laird that the D i s t r i c t remit $1J,0.00 

of the abstract charge carried against him, due to the fact that the abstract 

ordered by the D i s t r i c t covered lands not involved i n his trade with the Dis­

t r i c t , and as to which he had other abstracts. Said l e t t e r also stated that 

Cates Abstract Company of Decatur, Texas, had proposed that they would maVe 

a deduction of 1/3 of the *i|0.00, heretofore collected by i t , as part of the cost 

for the W i l l Laird Abstract. Director Hogsett made a motion that the D i s t r i c t 
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do remit fi |0 #00 of the abstract charge carried on the D i s t r i c t ' s books as 

against W i l l Laird; further, that Mr. Burch be authorized to accept 313.33 

from Cates Abstract Company as a complete accord and s a t i s f a c t i o n of the 

above matter. This motion was seconded by Director S t r i d i n g . Upon a vote 

being taken the motion was carried and i t was so ordered. 

8. 

L A N D M A T T E R S : 

Director Hickman , as Chairman of the land committee, 

presented, and recommended fo r approval, proposed contracts between the Dis­

t r i c t and W. A. Taylor and G. W. Trus s e l l , as follows v i z : 

(a) W. A. Taylor - For the purchase of an easement on 26 

acres of land, situated i n Wise County, at the rate of Five (*5.00) Dollars 

per acre —— This easement relates to the Eagle Mountain Reservoir. Said 

contract bore notation as follows: "Has no abstract . W i l l not furnish at 

any expense to him." 

(b) G. W. Trussell - For a flood easement on I.58 acres 

of land, at the rate of Five (5.00) Dollars per acre. This land affected by 

the Eagle Mountain Reservoir. This contract bore notation as follows: "Abs­

tract with John Hancock L i f e Insurance Co., Dallas, Texas, loaned for examin­

ation." 

There was f u l l consideration of each of these proposals, 

whereupon Director Hogsett made a motion that each of said proposals do be 

approved and that Director Hickman be authorized to execute the same i n the 

name of the D i s t r i c t ; further, that the Trussell t i t l e be taken without examin­

ation, and that the Taylor t i t l e be likewise accepted, unless the Attorneys 

of the D i s t r i c t i n t h e i r judgment might see f i t to require some manner of a f f i ­

davit or proof concerning the t i t l e . This motion was seconded by Director S t r i p ­

l i n g . Upon a vote being taken the motion was carried and i t was so ordered. J*) 



c 

*. 
Directors Hickman and S t r i p l i n g presented to the Directors the 

result of th e i r negotiations with W, D. Young of Bridgeport, Texas, concerning 

the basis upon which Mr. Young was w i l l i n g to execute and deliver to the D i s t r i c t 

a deed f o r land to be placed under constant submergence and an easement upon land, 

to be required by the D i s t r i c t , for the operation of i t s Bridgeport Reservoir. I t 

was stated that Mr. Young was w i l l i n g to accept as part consideration f o r the trans­

fer the sum $2635.1il|, as evidenced by the D i s t r i c t Voucher Check No. 2^21;, payable 

to W# D. Young, which check, together with the proposed deed has heretofore been 

presented to Mr. Young and rejected by him. I t was stated that Mr. Young stood 

ready to execute and deliver the deed and to accept the check, upon condition, how­

ever as follows: 

That the D i s t r i c t , as additional consideration for the delivery of the 

proposed deed from W. D. Young and wife to the D i s t r i c t , would lease to W, D. 

Young for grazing, from January 1st, 1°32, a n d "to end on December 31 s ^, 193^, with­

out other consideration or paymenti 

® A l l that land now owned by t h i s D i s t r i c t , situated i n Wise County, Texas, 

lyin g at elevation higher than 83O feet above mean sea level and more p a r t i c u l a r l y 

described as follows: 

FIRST TRACT: Beginning at the point where the West lin e of the Jabez 

Fitzgerald Survey intersects elevation 83O feet above mean sea l e v e l ; thence with 

the West lin e of said Survey to i t s northwest corner; thence east to the southeast 

corner of the J. T. Counts land; thence north on the East line of the J . T. Counts 

land to a point where said l i n e intersects elevation 83O feet above mean sea l e v e l ; 

thence with the meanderings of said elevation, i n successive general d i r e c t i o n , 

North, Southeast, south and Southwest to the point of beginning and to enclose 

land which w i l l form a peninsula when water i s being stored i n the Bridgeport Reser­

v o i r . The land so enclosed i s formed by parts of land now owned by th i s D i s t r i c t and 
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c 
designated by the names of former owners and the D i s t r i c t ' s Tract Numbers, as 

follows: M. E. Hopoer, et a l , No. 32; A. V. Hanna, No. 39; Blanche Floyd, et 

a l , No. UO; Louise H a l l , et a l , No. lil; 0. C. Hanna, No. Ifil s. Castleberry, 

No. I4.3; Cactus F i l l Land & Cattle Company, No. I4I4.. 

SECOND & THIRD TRACT: Being a l l of that part of the land out of the Tract 

purchased by the D i s t r i c t from Iff. S. McDaniel ( D i s t r i c t ' s parcel No. 59), 

which l i e s at elevation higher than 830 f t . above mean sea l e v e l ; and, a l l that 

part of the tr a c t of land purchased by the D i s t r i c t from M. E. Easley ( D i s t r i c t ' s 

Parcel No. 58), which l i e s at elevation higher than 83O f t . above mean sea l e v e l , 

and meaning to exclude therefrom a l l those parts of said tracts which are s i t u ­

ated at elevation lower than 83O f t . above mean sea l e v e l . 

FOURTH TRACT: Out of the Northwest part of the Levi Howard Survey (nurchased 

by the D i s t r i c t from. Rominger Brothers), beginning at a point where the West 

li n e of said Survey intersects the north boundary li n e of the Rock Island R a i l ­

way right of way fence; thence with said fence i n an easterly d i r e c t i o n to the 

point where i t reaches elevation 83O feet above mean sea 'level; thence with the 

meanderings of said elevation to the north boundary l i n e of said Howard Survey 

(the south boundary li n e of the Easley land); thence with the l i n e of said Howard 

Survey, west, south and west, to i t s northwest corner; thence south with the 

west l i n e of said survey to the poing of beginning. 

The foregoing described lands are unconditionally to be used by W, D, 

Young, for the year 1932; the land next described i s to be made available by 

the D i s t r i c t to W. D. Young for use during the year 1932, only i n case the Dis­

t r i c t has actually and f i n a l l y acquired the t i t l e to the same, without contest 

of any character concerning the same: If the D i s t r i c t fai Is to so acquire un­

contested t i t l e and by reason thereof f a i l s to make said land available to W, 
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D. Young for use, i t s h a l l have no l i a b i l i t y whatever concerning such f a i l u r e : 

The land so conditioned i s described as follows: 

FIFTH TRACT: Being a l l that part of the -J. T. Counts land ( D i s t r i c t ' s 

parcel No. 62), on the south side of said land, and being situated between the 

meanderings of elevation 83O f t . above mean seal l e v e l and the east and south 

boundary line s of said Counts tr a c t of land. 

Upon consideration of said prooosal, Director Hogsett made a 

motion that the consummation of the proposed purchase from Mr. W. D, Young do 

be approved and authorized, as above set fo r t h : Further, that Director Hickman 

do be authorized to execute a lease from the D i s t r i c t to V, D. Young upon the 

terms hereinbefore specified. This motion was seconded by Director S t r i d i n g . 

Upon a vote being taven the motion was carried and i t was so ordered. 

No further business was presented and the meeting was adjourned. 

As Secretary 

APPROVE©! 

m- As President 
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"FOLIO EXHIBIT k* 

7/13/31 

CcrarnNssn^ JWM^MSNJ^ R * n k 
O F FORT WORTH 

C A P I T A L $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 - » S U R P L U S $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 

J . G . W I L K I N S O N . 
C H A l * 

H. H . W I L K I N S O N . 
N M 

A E . T H O M A S . 

E D . H . W I N T O N . 
V I C E - P R E S I O 

J . E . W I L L I S . 

H C W A L L E N B E R G . 

Z E T A G O S S E T T . 

A W T . V I C E - P R E S I D E N T 

J O H N H. E R I K S E N . 
C A S H I E R 

O S C A R V O G E L . 
A S S T . C A S H I E R 

V M B L A K E L Y . 
A S S T . C A S H I E R 

P L E A S E A D D R E S S YOUR R E P L Y T O W R I T E R J u l y 10, 1931. 

Boa r d o f d i r e c t o r s 
T a r r a n t County Water C o n t r o l 
And Improvement d i s t r i c t No. 1, 
Capps & l d g . , 
F t . Worth, Texas. 

Gentlemen: 

At the c l o s e of b u s i n e s s J u l y 9 t h , 1931, the b a l a n c e s 
t o the c r e d i t o f y o u r a c c o u n t s on our books were as f o l l o w s : 

C o n s t r u c t i o n Fund $990,037.40 
I n t e r e s t & S i n k i n g Fund $176,364.01 

m / f Csl,
v/e ' y / 

a t o t a l o f $1,166,401.00, t o s e c u r e w h i c h we how have pledged 
w i t h you s e c u r i t i e s of a par v a l u e of $1,345,000.00. 

H e r e w i t h f o r y o u r a p p r o v a l a p p l i c a t i o n f o r w i t h d r a w a l 
of s e c u r i t i e s amounting t o $170,000.00. 

i L 

i** 
ik^m 1 V 

HCB/( 

R e s p e c t f u l l y S u b m i t t e d , 

r 
9 

t.isr 

czZ^Z7^~° ^JTITTs.Js 
> * « * s r F » " * M //**3£eJ>__ 

~Tir * lT//^ f*7'S7 



" I X * IB H 25" 

"WITHDRAWAL OF 

W THIS TBS 14th BAT 0? JOLT, 1931, THE GOSTBiEHTAL HATIOHAL BASX 
OF FOBff fOBlH, TEXAS, hereby acknowledges receipt of Securities heretofore pledged to 
secure fURAHT COUHTT WATSR OTTBOL AMD WWJfFJ^M DISTRICT BOHBEH 01SSI, said Securi­
ties are described In Exhibits 11 end 21, and which are attached to the bond of this 
Bank, as the District's Depository, and the same ere specifically described, as f o l ­
lows, viss 

Exhibit 11 

tJIITSD STATES 4& TREASUBT BdTDS OP 1944-54, 
with December 15, 1931, and subsequent 
coupons attached! 
ffos.000068787, 11-88, J-89, K-90, A-91, 
BOO068762, 0-63, 0 $10,000.00 each #70,000.00 

Exhibit 21 

Wmm STATES 3-5/8 Per Cent THSAS3HT BOHD 
of 1940-43, with Dec. 15, 1931, and sub­
sequent coupons attached: 
i\o.l-A §100,000.00 1170,000.00 

S B WIT&BKAWAl of pledged securities hereby eet out is due to the 
fact that the securities now under pledge are in excess of the amount re­
quired adequately to eeeure the District's deposits, and is in compliance 
with the law and the provisions of tie contract between -tee Bank and the 
District. 

THIS RECEIPT is hereby designated as "EXHIBIT 25" and is to be 
attached to the bond executed by said Bank o* Kerch 13, 1930. 

ARXSTi 

U U // 
As Assistant 

mtmm mam mm 
1HPS0YB1IEBT DISTKICT 

0G8TBO1 a l l 



J O H N B. H A W L E Y 
S. W. F R E E S E 
M. C . N I C H O L S 
H. R. F. H E L L A N D 
A . H. W O O L V E R T O N 
H A. H U N T E R 
R O S S S M A S O N 

"FOLIO EXHIBIT B" 

7/15/31. 

HAWLEY, F R E E S E AND NICHOLS 
C O N S U L T I N G E N G I N E E R S 

4 1 1 - 1 7 C A P F S B U I L D I N G 

F O R T W O R T H . T E X A S 

July 10, 1931 

Honorable Board of Directors, 

Tarrant County Water Control and 

Improvement Distriot Number 0nk9 

Fort Worth, Texas* 

Gentlemen: 

7 
W A ^ ' R S U P P L Y 

W A T E R S Y S T E M S 
S E W A G E D I S P O S A L 

S E W E R A G E 
G A S S U P P L Y 

G A S S Y S T E M S 

Attached hereto please find Bstimate No* 22 for 

$ 10,922.89 in favor of ourselves. 

to us. 

MCNtJB 

Please authorise payment of $ 6,000*00 on account 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAWLEY AND F R E E S E , 

jv^s^y-



July 10, 1931 

TARRANT COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE, 

IN ACCOUNT WITH -

HAWLEY AND FREESE 

Estimated Cost. 

Eagle Mountain ( Original) $2,331,227.00 ^ 
Bridgeport ( Revised) 1,560,582.52 
Unas 1,200,000.00 ^ / 
Levees 250,000.00 S y 

| 5,31+1,809.52 / @ 2 ^ $133,5U5o2l+ V 

Railroads and Roads. 

Settlements Made Wise Co. % 1+5,000.00 @ LLM 2,025.00 ^ 
Settlements Texas Pipe Line Co 25,000.00 © Lffii 1,125.00 
Settlements not made( estimate) 120,000.00 @ l£ 1,200.00 * 

Contractors Estimates 1 to 17 , 
inol. $2,832,1+96.148 V 
Und Purchases Made 1*226,579.97 v/ 
Land Condemnation Amrards 142,306*25 S 

^,101,382.70 / @ 2# 82,027.65 ^ 
Total Engineering to Date J £ 1 9 * 9 2 2 . 8 9 y/\ 
Amount Paid to Date 209,000.00 \ / 

Balanoe f 10,922.89 



" E X H I B I T 
7/13/3L 

J u l y IB, 1931 

Messrs. Thiroh * -oodruff, 
^eeatur, Texas. 

Gentlemon1 

REt Mr. / i l l Laird*s Abstract 
»Tmrfi^t Kr. M. W. Bur oh. 

On T'onday, July 13, at a meeting of 
the Board of Directors of t h i s d i s t r i c t , the above natter 
was presented to them, as oer your l e t t e r of J u l y 10, 1931. 

t that time they gave dir e c t i o n that 
you be authorised to accept t l j t f * from Cates Abstract Co., 
Decatur, Texas, for t h i s D i s t r i c t . 

-Vlth kindest regards, 

Your ^ r i e r i d , 

IHtAM 



L A W O F F . C E S T E L E P H O N E S : 

M . w. B U R C H B U R G H & W O O D R U F F O F F I C E 4 5 5 

G R A D Y W O O D R U F F R E S I D E N C E 174 
DECATUR, TEXAS 

J u l y 10, 1931 

Mr. I r e l a n d Hampton 
418 Capps B u i l d i n g 
F o r t Worth, Texas 

Dear I r e l a n d : 

"O \ 
R e p l y i n g t o y o u r l e t t e r of J u l y 9, 1931 c o n c e r n i n g the t o t a l 
charge, i n the sum of $69.50, f o r the a b s t r a c t on the W i l l 
L a i r d l a n d s and the i n c l u s i o n i n s a i d a b s t r a c t of f i f t y - t h r e e 
pages r e l a t i n g t o a survey i n the name of lioerge Kamsdale, 
whioh s a i d Kamsdale s u r v e y , and no p a r t t h e r e o f , was r e q u i r e d 

z~ ) by the d i s t r i c t , w i l l s a y : 
ii • • i 

I have j u s t d i s c u s s e d t h i s m a tter w i t h Mr. C a t e s , who made the 
a b s t r a c t , and have a l s o devoted some thought to the matter s i n c e 
t a l k i n g w i t h you, and s i n c e the r e c e i p t of your l e t t e r I now 
t e c a l l the f a c t s t o be, t h a t , as s t a t e d i n y o u r l e t t e r , x&xx 
j&XBXKfeBK i t seems not l i k e l y t h a t we might r e a c h an a c c o r d w i t h 
Mr. L a i r d . I was p e r s o n a l l y p r e s e n t b e f o r e the Board and the 
e n t i r e Board took a c t i o n d i r e c t i n g me to o r d e r the W i l l L a i r d 
A b s t r a c t w i t h a view to p r o c e e d i n g to condemnation. I t i s 
my i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h i s a c t i o n on the p a r t of the Board was 
noted i n the minutes. However, i may be m i s t a k e n as to t h i s . 

I n c o m pliance w i t h the Board's d i r e c t i o n , i m m e d i a t e l y upon my 
r e t u r n t o D e c a t u r I d i r e c t e d Mr. Ca t e s to pre p a r e t h i s a b s t r a c t 
and i t i s *ny r e c o l l e c t i o n t h a t i f i r s t t o l d him to prepare an 
a b s t r a c t o n l y as to the s u r v e y s , a p a r t of w h i c h would be r e q u i r ­
ed by the B o a r d , but t h a t a f t e r some c o n s i d e r a t i o n and i n view of 
the f a c t t h a t i n the event of condemnation the measure of damages 
t o Mr. L a i r d would be not o n l y the market v a l u e of the l a n d s 
a c t u a l l y t a k e n but the damage s u s t a i n e d , i f any, to h i s r e m a i n ­
i n g l a n d s , i thought i t e s s e n t i a l to determine the acreage 
and c h a r a c t e r of t i t l e of h i s r e m a i n i n g l a n d s , and I then went 
to Mr. Cates and d i r e c t e d him to compile an a b s t r a c t on j u s t 
t h a t p o r t i o n of h i s l a n d s as were s i t u a t e d i n Wise County. 

At a l a t e r date a t e n t a t i v e t r a d e was a f f e c t e d w i t h Mr. L a i r d , 
and I d i d not p l a c e the o r d e r W i t h Johnson A b s t r a c t Company f o r 
t h a t p o r t i o n of the l a n d s i t u a t e d i n J a c k County, Texas. 

I s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a t i n the event of a condemnation s u i t i t would 
have been the i n t e l l i g e n t and r i g h t t h i n g f o r us t o have had a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of Mr. L a i r d ' s e n t i r e t r a c t of l a n d , but i f I was 
mistaken as to t h i s , w i l l say t h a t l have d i s c u s s e d the m a t t e r 
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w i t h kr. Cates and he s t a t e d to me t h a t i n view of the c o n s i d e r a b l e 
work t h a t had been g i v e n t o him by the D i s t r i c t t h a t he would 
r e m i t o n e - t h i r d of the c o s t of the f i f t y - t h r e e paffes^now deemed 
unnecessary" by the d i s t r i c t , which f i f t y - t n r e e pages would, a t 

^ . i l l f i L r e g u l a r c h a r g e , amount t o the sum of $40.00, and t h a t i f 
t h i s was not s a t i s f a c t o r y t o the D i s t r i c t t h a t he would do any­
t h i n g t o make i t s a t i s f a c t o r y . I n vie w of my i n s t r u c t i o n s to 
him 1 t h i n k t h a t i t would not be r i g h t f o r me to p e r m i t him to 
s u s t a i n the e n t i r e l o s s , and you may say to the D i s t r i c t f o r me 
t h a t i f my judgment was i n c o r r e c t i n o r d e r i n g the a b s t r a c t bn 
a l l l a n d s i n Wise County, t h a t 1 w i l l p e r s o n a l l y a d j u s t the 
matter w i t h Mr. Cates to the e n t i r e s a t i s f a c t i o n of the D i s t r i c t . 

I n view of the statement made above, you w i l l see t h a t the b i l l 
f o r the t h i r t y - s i x pages r e l a t i n g t o the Mahaffey s u r v e y , w h i c h 
was n e c e s s a r y , amounts to the sum of $29.50. 

Your F r i e n d , 

BURCH & WuODKUFF. 
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